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The Adareſſes, which are the Suess of the follaw 


ing Letter, having, contrary to Cuſtom, been omi 


ted in the Gazette, except only that from the City « 

London, ſome Doubts have ariſen in the Minds « 

ty of then: 

With a View to remove thoſe Doubts, and to aſſert gi 

Rights of Free Subjefts to Addreſs their King, in ca 

5 f National Grievance, this Letter is now mad 
ic. | +> 
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Member of Parliament, Sc. 


OU ſilenced me in our laſt Converſa- 
tion ; but you did not convince me. 
- Your Reaſons againſt the late Ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne ſounded ſo plauſibly, 

that I could not venture a Reply, without 

more mature Reflexion, than the Courſe of 


| Converſation admits. The Arguments, which 
7 have ſince recollected, will I hope have 
their due Weight with you; and I have 


committed them to Writing, that you may 
have Leiſure to Judge, 1 how much vgs 
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8 Yau! thought it 1 and ancontis 


entional. in the People, to lay their Com- 
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« plaints, in this manner, before the King. 
2 Jou pleaded, that the Senſe of che Na- 
tion is not to be gathered from the Senſe 
of the Grand Jury and Juſtices of this or 
« that County, or of the Common Council 
* * of the City of London; that the People are 
at * repreſented in Parliament, . whoſe Voice 
. sis the Voice of the Nation, whoſe AR p 
1 « are the Acts of the Nation; that without 
: es the Mediation of Parliament,” it is preſump- 
e tuous in any Body of Men to approach the 
F - Throne with Complaints; that it is inde- 
| | ( cent and diſteſpectful, to aggravate the Na- 
78 * tional Loſs, which already fits veryheavy upon 
4 the Royal Breaſt ; that the Addreſſes them- 
N ' t ſelvesare not drawn up in Terms, which in- 
« dicate a mere Concern for the Public Good, 
| % bit» have a Tendency to inflame the Dif- 
contents of the Nation, upon a Misfottune, 
% ,which.. the People cannot | regret . more 
< heartily, than their Rulers do; that the Ne- 
« ceflity. of theſe Steps is far from being evi- 
dent; that all proper Meaſures would have 
e been taken without them; that if Govern- 
ment were to proceed in ſuch Caſes with 
« the Precipitancy of a Multitude, Grievances 
« might chance to be multiplied, inſtead of 
being redreſſed that whatever Meaſures of 
« PO * be taken will not alter the Caſe; 
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« nor recall what is paſt; therefore the 
« Puniſhment of Delinquents might have 
been truſted to the Crown without de- 
« manding it; or at leaſt the Demand of 
% Juſtice need not have been made, till 
e thoſe, who repreſent the People, are aſ- 
5 ſembled, when it might have been made 
« with more Weight, and the Manner at 
“ leaſt would have been more reſpectful, 
© as well as more conſtitutional.” 


This 1 think was the Subſtance of your 
Argument ; of which the Tendency 1s, to 
ſhew, that the late Addreſſes, on occaſion 
of the Loſs of Minorca, were Unconſtitu- 
tional, Indecent, and Unneceflary. - .- 


It Gam, very material to anſwer theſe 
Charges. Whatever, becomes of the Ad- 
drefles, the Subject of them is important; 
and as no Public Diſcontent was ever more 
univerſal, or better founded, than the preſent, 
it would be a Misfortune to the Nation, if 
the Manner of expreſſing this Diſcontent 
ſhould appear to have been, in any Waere, 
exceptionable. 5 2 


16 appears to ok 2 Intereſt of ſome Men 
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quiry into what is paſt. They therefore 
would naturally avail themſelves of the leaſt 
| | Irregularity in the Complaint They would 
3 triumph, as an inferior Criminal would at a 
Miſnomer in his Indictment. 

But they have not this Advantage. The 
Addrefſes were well conſidered. Without 
giving up the Principles of our preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, they cannot be cenſured as Un- 
conſtitutional. The Facts and the Language 
muſt determine, how far they were Decent 
and Neceſſary. 


I begin with ſhewing, that they were Con- 
ſtitutional. It would be needleſs to offer you 
a Lift of Precedents. There are ſo many 
upon Record, that you cannot be unac- 
quainted with them. But as Precedents ſel- 
dom prove much, I leave them, and refer 

you to the Nature of our Conſtitution. 


We are governed for the ſake of ourſelves, 
not for the ſake of thoſe who govern us. 
As this ought to have been the original Prin- 
ciple of all Government, ſo it is the ac- 

1 knowledged fundamental Principle of ours, 
| whether wederive our Government from the 

Revolution, or from Magna Charta, of from 
thoſe 


2 in 7] 
thoſe original Rights; of which Magne 
Charts is a Declaration. Government has its 
Rights; the Crown has Prerogatives; the 
Parliament has Privileges; both have Dig- 
nity, But all theſe are originally deſigned, 
not merely for the ſake of the Crown, or of 
the Parliament, but for the ſake of thoſe, 
over whom the Crown and the Parliament 
have Juriſdiction. 


— 
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The Extremes, into which Men deviate 
from the Truth, render it neceſſary now and 
then to call them back to the naked Truth. 
In a Tumult, Anarchy is apt to be miſtaken 
for Liberty; and in a Calm it has ſometimes 
happened, that Loyalty has degenerated into 
a wid of Idolatry. | 


If then our Form of Government has pro- 
feſſedly no other End, than the Security of 


7 ' our public and private Rights, it is eaſy to de- 


termine, what is Conſtitutional. Every Act of 
the Government, or of the People, is Conſtitu- 
tional, which tends to the ſame End, and pur- 
ſues it by Means, conſiſtent with the Form and 
Spirit of our Conſtitution ; and every Act of 
the Government, or of the People, which vi- 
Aces, or tends to violate, our public or pri- 

vate 


| W 8] 
* vate Rights, or t to defeat the Means of - ſup- 
| porting (Ore is Ynconlfiratinndl 8 


5. Wbich of theſe Deſcriptions: uit * At 
nN inqueſtion? Have the Complaints of the Peo- 
= ple, which are ſent up to the Throne, a Ten- 
1 dency to violate any Rights of the People, or or 
any of thoſe Rights which are veſted in the 
Crown for the ſake of the People? Or do the 
= People, by complaining, aſſume a Right, 
which they have not? 


Whoever maintains this Doctrine, againſt 
all Complaints in general, miſtakes our Con- 
ſtitution, and denies, that the Pcople have Any 
Rights. Whoever maintains it, againſt theſe 
Complaints in particular, muſt ſhew, not that 
the Act of complaining is Unconſtitutional, but 
that the Nature of theſe Complaints is ſo. In 
order to do this, he muſt ſhew, that the Com- 
Plaints are Irregular ; that the Subject of them 
4s Falſe or Imaginary; or that it doth not affect 
the Kingdom in general; or that the Lan- 
guage was ſuch, as did not become Subjects 
in an Addreſs to their Sovereign. The firſt 
and laſt of theſe are your Objections. The 


'other two are not WEIS in the preſent 
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Hou ple, « that mY * are repre- 
ee ſented in Parliament, and that, according 
e to dur Conſtitution, the Parliament is the 
Channel, through which the People are to 
«make: their Complaints to the Throne; 
« fince the local Addreſſes of a Grand- Jury, 
« or a City, ſpeak only the Senſe of that 
«c City or County at the moſt ; whereas the 
« Addreſſes of Parliament fpeak the Senſe of 
e the whole Kingdom.“ - 15 


. 


But beſides: the obvious Anſwer, that the 
Parliament was not ſitting, when this Calami- 
ty happened; and that the Reſentment of 
the People, againſt the Authors of it, was too 
natural, to be ſuppreſſed till the uncertain Time 
of the Meeting of Parliament ; it may, with- 
out Diſreſpect to that Great Aſſembly, be pre- 
ſutned, that a Reſolution of Parliament is not 
the only Evidence of the Senſe of the Nation ; 
and it may be Conſtitutionally afferted, that 
an Addreſs of Parliament is not the Only re- 
. KA from the People. 


The people have intruſted their Repreſen- 
tatives in Parliament with their Share of the 
Legiſlative Power. They have authoriſed 
them to make Laws, to grant Money, and to 
2 do 


+ 
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[10] 
do whatever ſhall be thought moſt conducive 
to the Support of their Rights, But as they 
have not by this transferred their Rights them 
ſelves ; ſo neither have they alienated the 
Senſe of Feeling; nor abſolutely given up Þ 
the important Right of . 1 * _ 1 
feel. = 


The Senſe of Dare has heretofore- | 
been influenced and changed by the Senſe of 
the Nation; which indeed is the only In- 
fluence we may ſuppoſe the Faimem to be . 
under. 


We had a memorable Inſtance of this, in 
the Law for qualifying Jews to be naturaliſed. 
It was the Senſe of Parliament, that this was 
a ſalutary Law, elſe it had not been paſſed. 
But will any Man ſay, that this was the Senſe 
of the Nation, and that the Senſe of the Na- 
tion was, in that Inſtance, to be gathered from 
the Senſe of Parliament. So far from this, 
that when the Senſe of the Nation came to 
be known, not a Day beyond the Receſs of 
Parliament was ſuffered to intervene, be- 
tween the RY and the Mes. of that 
Law. | | INN 
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I am not entering into the Merits of that 
national Clamour. I only alledge it as a 
Proof, that the Senſe of the Nation may dif- 
fer from the Senſe of Parliament; and that 
therefore the Voice of Parliament is not the 
only Evidence of the Senſe of the Nation. 


The ſame Argument goes far towards prov- 
ing the other Point, T hat an Addreſs of Par- 
liament is not the only regular Addreſs from 
the People. — But I will not venture farther. 
The Subject is of a delicate Nature; and the 
gracious Reception, which theſe Addreſſes 
have had, ſufficiently obviates all Arguments 
againſt their Regularity. 


But {till it will be ſaid, © That every Grand 
e Jury and every Body corporate in the King- 
« dom has not addreſſed; that the Number 
ce of thoſe that have, is very ſmall in Com- 
* pariſon ; how then ſhall we gather from 
© their Addrefles, that the Diſcontent is 
“ General? 


The Queſtion ſuppoſes the Addreſſes them- 
ſelves to be the only Evidence of Any Diſcon- 
tent. But aſk yourſelf, Sir, is this the Caſe ? 


Aſk every Man you ſee, or converſe with. 
C Go 


[12] 
Go into all Parts of the Kingdom, amongſt 
all Ranks of Men; you will find that Men 
of different Opinions, of . different Intereſts, 
the Dependent as well as the Independent, 
all that can read the Gazette, or can hear it 
read, are loud and vehement in their Excla- 
mations. Aſk even fpeculative Men the 
Cauſe of this Unanimity ; they will tell you, 
that the Nation is really aggrieved, and that 
the Grievance is of ſuch a Nature, that no- 
thing can be faid to magnify, and nothing 


need be ſaid to explain it. 


A Flame may be fometimes raiſed by a 


Faction; for it is poſſible, that à Faction 


may diſturb, even as it is poſſible, that a 
Faction may govern, a Kingdom. But in this 
Caſe, the Nation has not been inflamed by 


| Factions, but by Facts. 


The Cauſe is a Public one; the whole 
Kingdom is alarmed; the Nation has loſt 


her Figure in the Eyes of all Europe, along 


with a valuable Poſſeſſion; and it is Univer- 
ſally apprehended,. that our ALL is in Dan- 


ger, whilſt the: Preſervation of it depends up- 


on the ſame Hands, which have nn 
us to this Precipice. 


When 


[23] 
When this is the Caſe, is it a proper An- 


ſwer to a Complaint, to inquire into the Re- 
gularity of it? Is it a Time to aſk, how the 
Voice of the Nation ſhall be known, when 
every Individual lifts up his Voice, when 
all Men are Unanimous and Unreſerved in 
their Complaints ? 


But I ſhall be anſwered, © That though 
© the Addreſſes are not the only Evidence 
te of a Diſcontent to you or me, or to any 
of his Majeſty's Subjects, yet my Argu- 
ment ſuppoſes them to be at preſent the 
* only Evidence of a national Diſcontent to 
« the Crown, elſe I ſhall be diſtreſſed to 
© prove them neceſſary; and how can they 
© ſhew that Diſcontent to be National, un- 
© leſs they were more General?“ 


You will find the Difficulty, with reſpect 
to the Neceſſity of them, removed, when 
I enter upon that Branch of my Argument. 
I ſhall ſhew the Addrefles to have been very 
neceſſary, without ſuppoſing them the only 
Evidence to the Crown of a national Diſ- 
content. But, that they are in this Caſe the 
Voice of the Nation, to the Crown, as well 
as to the People, is a Truth, which does not 

| 0-8 WE 
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ſo much follow from the Numbers of the 
Addreſſes, as from the Subject of them. 


The Subject of them is National. It is 
not a Matter of Speculation, but of Fact; 
and ſuch a one, as cannot but affect every 
Man in the Kingdom, to whoſe Knowledge 
it reaches, with the deepeſt Concern, This 
being notoriouſly true, one reputable Addreſs, 
eſpecially one from the City of London, con- 
veys to the Crown the Senſe of the Nation ; 
becauſe the Crown cannot but ſuppoſe, from the 
Nature of the Caſe, that the ſame Diſcontent, 
which produced this conſtitutional Effort of 
Liberty from the City of London, prevails all 
over the Kingdom. If it were only a Local 
Grievance, the Addreſs could not have this 
Effect. But the Grievance being General, the 
Addreſs is a natural undeniable Evidence of a 
General Diſcontent. 


Were the Voice of the Nation to be gather- 
ed only from the Numbers, and rot at all 
from the Subject of the Addreſſes, how eaſy 
would it be for a factious Miniſter to perplex 
this Sort of Evidence to his Maſter, by pro- 
curing Counter- Addreſſes from ſome of thoſe 
inferior Corporations, who may be ſuppoſed 

{ome- 
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ſometimes to a& under an Influence, foreign 
to that of their own Judgment, 


If we put the extravagant Suppoſition, that 
the City of London had ſtood ſingle, in expreſ- 
ſing Fear and Reſentment at what has hap- 
pened, againſt a whole Group of little Corpo- 
rations, who declared, that they were neither 

* diſſatisfied nor diſmayed, would the Numbers 
of the Addreſſes in that Caſe determine the 

Senſe of the Nation, in the Opinion of the 

Crown? His Majeſty would certainly con- 

clude, with the far greater and wiſer Part of 
his Subjects, that the ſingle Addreſs, which 

laid before him free Complaints, upon a noto- 
rious Fact, in the Name of the Greateſt and 
Wealthieſt Body of Men in the Kingdom, was 
a much better Evidence of the Senſe of the 
Nation, than thoſe Addreſſes, which mani- 
feſtly diſguiſed the Truth; and, as they ex- 
® preſſed a Feeling unnatural upon the Occaſion, 
could at the moſt expreſs no more then their 
own Feeling. 
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Beſides all this, I muſt barely mention, for 
I need not inſiſt upon it, that the Silence of 
many Counties and Bodies Corporate, with 
reſpect to this Example of addrefling, may be 
2 truly 


1136 
truly attributed to Accidents, and other Cauſes 
wholly foreign to the Point. 


If then the Addreſſes ſpeak the Senſe of 
the Nation, upon a National Point, and at a 


Time, when this was the only Way, in which 
the Nation could apply to the Throne, they 
ſtand juſtified with reſpect to the Conſtitu- 
tion. 


But you charge them further. Vou judge 
it, © Indecent and Diſreſpectful, to approach 
* the Throne, with Complaints of an Event, 
« which muſt have affected his Majeſty 
te more deeply, than any of his Subjects; to 
* call for Vengeance upon thoſe, who have 
c neglected their Duty; and to ſuggeſt, by 
* the Mention of a Militia, that the Nation 
« is not ſatisfy'd with the Manner, in which 
c it is defended at Home. This is the Sub- 
jet of moſt of the Addreſſes; which muſt 
be vindicated, before I examine the Language, 
in which thoſe Heads were expreſſed. 


It is not to be doubted, that the Loſs of 
Minorca has given his Majeſty a very ſenſi- 
ble Concern. That unhappy Event muſt 
have appeared to him, in a more melancholy 


View, than to any of his Subjects. It cannot 
Ie | be 


ö 


197 
be his Inclination to entruſt the Direction of 
public Affairs, to a weak, or giddy Admini- 
ſtration, without Deſign, without Conduct, 
and without Spirit. Such Men, he knew 
very well, would plant Thorns in his Royal 
Pillow. 


He bad declared War in Confidence, that 
his Servants would leave nothing undone, to 
make him victorious over his Enemies; that 
ge the Care of his Miniſters would, as it ought, 
ch extend to all Parts of his Dominions ; that 
at, the Enemy's Deſigns would be Diſcovered, by 
ſty the earlieſt Intelligence, and Prevented by 
to the wiſeſt Counſels, or Defeated by the moſt 
vigorous Meaſures, The Parliament had 
contributed to raiſe theſe juſt Expectations 
in the King. Immenſe Supplies had been 
granted ; the Britiſh Navy was never ſo for- 
midable ; and, inſtead of apprehending a diſ- 
graceful Loſs, there was Room to flatter our- 
+ ſelves with Hopes of a deciſive national Ad- 
vantage. | 


We may judge, from this Diſpoſition of 
the King, thus ſupported by Parliament, how 
his Royal Mind was agitated, when it ap- 
peared, that the Enemy had been encouraged 
to invade Minorca, by the known Weakneſs 

| of 
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of the Garriſon of Fort St. Philip; that we 
had no Fleet in the Mediterranean, when the 
Deſcent was made ; that the Fleet which was 
ſent, was Inferior to the Enemy's; that it 
was ſent too late ; under a Commander, who 
had not been tried ; that it executed nothing; 
and that the brave Governor of "the Garriſon 
was obliged, for Want of Succours, to ſur- 
render, 


| Here was ſuch an amazing Accumulation 
of Miſconduct, as Hiſtory can hardly paral- 
lel ; for it happened in the Reign of a Prince, 
famous for his martial Virtues ; and under an 
Adminiſtration, who enjoyed the entire Con- 
fidence of their Royal Maſter. 


I have ſtated the Mortification, which the 
King muſt have ſuffered, the more fully, in 
order to conſider, how this Circumſtance af- 
fects the Addreſſes, in point of Decency and 
Reſpect. It proves at leaſt, that they do not | 
contradict his Majeſty's Sentiments, which 
removes no inconſiderable Part of the Charge 
of Indecency. 


But, © it js reviving the Calamity in his 
« Majeſty's Mind.” And is not this the Caſe 


of Addrefles of Condolence in general ? There 
| is 
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is ſome Difference indeed, but it conſiſts in 
this; that, by the one, the Crown may be 
treated, as merely an Object of Compliments 
from the People; in the other, the King is 
conſidered as our common Father and Pro- 
tector. 5 


It would be a ſtrange Inſinuation, indeed 
it is too groſs to be obviated, that theſe Ad- 
dreſſes had an Air of Triumph and Exultation. 
The Inſinuation would imply, that the Ad- 
dreſſers felt a malicious Joy at an Event, 
Ruinous to their Country, merely becauſe it 
affected the Stability of the Adminiſtration. 


Without entering into the Characters of 
the Addreſſers, I might anſwer to this, That 
it ſuppoſes the Adminiſtration Odious enough, 
to make a National Calamity Deſirable, as the 
Means of their Removal; and it ſuppoſes the 
Adminiſtration to be ſo well Cemented, and 
ſo deeply Rooted, that without the Loſs of 
an Important Part of his Majeſty's Domi- 
nions, they could not poſſibly be ſhaken. 
The former of theſe Principles I will not aſ- 
fert; and whoever aſſerts the latter, will not 
be credited ; and theſe two are the only Prin- 
eiples, in which ſuch an Inſinuation could be 
founded. ET 

D Hither- 


Care of his People; and if there be any one 
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 Hitherto then there is nothing Indecent, 


The King's own Sentiments are not contra- 
dicted ; the Condolence ſuppoſes his Majeſty's 


malicious enough to rejoice at the Event, 
he muſt be a Singular Character, and, ſo far 
as we can judge from the Addrefles them- 


ſelves, he was not of the Number of thoſe 
who ſigned them. | 


But we are told, that There is a Call for 
* Vengeance upon thoſe, who have not done 
* their Duty; that this is Preſcribing to the 
* Crown, and at the ſame Time exprefling 
* a Jealouſy, that full Juſtice will not be 
“ done.” 


Both theſe Conſtructions are Diſavowed. 
If indeed Mr. Byng were the only Object of 
this Petition for Juſtice, it might be ſaid to 
imply an Apprehenſion, that the Miſconduct 
laid to his Charge would be connived at. 
But Mr. Byng is not mentioned, and barely 
hinted at in the Addreſſes. It was not the In- 
tereſt of the Public, however it may be the 
Intereſt of Individuals, to condemn him Un- 


heard. His Trial muſt take its Regular 


Courſe; and there is no very great Room to 


appre- 
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apprehend, that the Public will be diſſatisfied 
with the Iflue of it. 


But the Perſons complained of are not fo 
eaſily called to a Trial, as Mr. Byng ; and 
the Complaints are in great meaſure Fo- 
reign to him. He cannot be anſwerable for 
the Deſerted State of the Garriſon, before he 
was ſent to relieve it ; nor can he be expected 
to account for the Unſeaſonable Time of his 
Departure; nor for the Inferiority of his Fleet. 
If he ſhould appear to have been unfit for the 
Command, he may ſuffer for having under- 
taken it. But how will this Diſculpate thoſe 
Directors of Affairs, who placed ſo extraordi- 
nary a Confidence in him ? 


If he was not aPerſon of Diſtinguiſhed Cou- 
rage, as well as Fidelity, which is not yet 
evident, it is Unaccountable, why he was ſe- 
lected for the Command of a Fleet, which 
at the moſt was ſo Nicely proportioned to the 
Strength of the Enemy, that a Victory muſt 
have been effected either by Chance, or by 
Uncommon Courage. 


The Caſe was yet Worſe at Fort St. Philip. 
There was confeſſedly the higheſt military 
Merit; but ſo infamouſly neglected, that the 
r D 2 Garriſon, 


2 
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Gatrifon wat barely ſtrong enough to ſhew, 
that the Fort was not offered to the Enemy, 
however he might think himſelf * by 
the Condition of it. 


Whoſe was all this ibn Neglect ? 
Whoſe Office was it to ſuperintend the Ser- 
vice? or who Retarded the Execution of ſuch 
Meaſures, as the proper Officers in this Caſe 
might take or deſign? 


The Mention of a Militia was neither In- 
decent, nor Impettinent. We ſhall feel in 
the Courſe of the War, how Fatal the late 
Event is to our Power. We dreaded an Inva- 
fion, before we were thus weakened, The 
Independency of this Iſland Diſappeared, 

when Foreign Succours were imported for 
our Defence. It was Natural, in this State of 
Things, that a General Deſire ſhould prevail, 
to ſee our own Natural Strength exerted, It was 
Pertinent, to ſubjoin to a Complaint, of the 
Defenceleſs State of that Part of his Majeſty's 
Dominions, which is already cut off, a Deſire 
to ſee the Kingdom defended by thoſe, who 
are moſt Intereſted, and, if it can be Legally 
done, beſt Entitled to Defend it. And it was 
Decent in Subjects to offer to defend their 
1 It was expreſſing an Affection to his 
* Perſon 
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Perſon and Government, to ſuggeſt to Him 
a Method of ſecuring His Crown and King- 
dom more Effectually, with more Honour to 
Himſelf, and with leſs Burthen to His Peo- 
ple, than the Methods by which they are ſe- 
cured at * | 


The Subject then of the Addreſſes ſtands 
clear of the Charge of Indecency, that is, of 
Impropriety and Diſreſpe&t. The Language 
too will, if duly conſidered, W nn, 
tionable. 


1 have them all before me, and do not, 
upon a Careful Peruſal of them, diſcover a 
fingle Sentence, Undutiful to His Majeſty. 
They abound with fuch Profeſſions of Loyal- 
ty, that no Enemy to the King's Perſon or 


Government could, with any Confiſtency, 
an 8 


His Majeſty's paternal Care of his People, 
his impartial Juſtice, his Study to promote 
the Welfare and Honour of His Kingdoms, 
and his Great and Martial Spirit, are, in all 
theſe Addreſſes, Proclaimed with Zeal, and 
Acknowledged with Gratitude. Here then 1 is 
no Want of Duty to the King, 


Rx How 
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ee is the 1 5 with reſpect to Mi- 
niſtess? Not Injurious, nor Opprobrious, nor 
Perſbnal,! for no particular Miniſter is hinted 
at. There is great Amazement expreſſed, 
that this Deſign ſhould be Unprevented, tho“ 
it was not Unexpected; that our Political as 
well as Martial Glory ſhould be thus Indelibly 
ſtained; that an Attempt ſo Weak and Kath, 
as that of the Enemy, ſhould be converted. 
into Victory and Glory; whilſt Our Nation is 
covered with Reproach and Diſhonour. 


And who that conſiders, how Chearfully 
and Effectually, this: War has been ſupported, 
is not amazed at what has happened? It can- 
not be denied, that the Deſign was Expected; 
and all Europe knows, that it was neither 
Prevented, nor Defeated. Is it Indecent to ex- 
preſs Amazement at this, and to lay our Fears 
and Wonder before the Throne; the Refuge 
of Diſtreſſed Intimidated Subjects? Not Inti- 
midated by the Enemy, but by the Power of 
thoſe, who might have Prevented this Evil; 
who. left the Iſland Defenceleſs, and the Medi- 
terranean. without a Britiſh Fleet. 

The Amazenggpz and Concern were too, 
Natural and Sincere, to | require Exaggerations 


ge of 
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of Language. The Value of Minorca to our 
Commercial and Naval Strength, and the Ig- 
nominious Loſs of it, are plain Facts, which, 
without the Help of Language, amount to 
ſtrong Accuſations. Nor did the Natural 
Conſequence to be drawn from thoſe Facts 
need any Support from Vehemence of Ex- 
preſſion. It is ſubmitted to His Majeſty, to 
direct an Inquiry, to enforce the Puniſhment 
of thoſe, who ſhall be found guilty of giving 
up the Public Intereſt and Honour, and to 
withdraw His Royal Countenance and Pro- 
tection from All, who have not at heart the 
Safety and Happineſs of Great- Britain. 


Neither the Power, nor the Character of a 
Good Miniſter can be affected, if all theſe Pe- 
titions ſucceed. If any Miniſter is Conſcious, 
of having made no Miſrepreſentations to his 
Maſter ; of having applied the Millions, which 
have been granted, Purely and Judiciouſly, to 
National Purpoſes ; of having Undertaken no 
more, than he had Abilities to Execute; of 
having uſed the Utmoſt Diſpatch, in all Mat- 
ters relating to the Service ; of having re- 
moved none from his Maſter's Service, who 
were Eminently qualified ; of having advanced 
none, without other Qualifications, than mere; 
ly their Dependance upon humſelf; and of bav- 


mg 
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ing been intent upon Objects of mote imme- 
diate Conſequence to the Nation, as well as 
more feaſible, than the Perpetuity of his own 
Power, and the unnatural Support of his par- 


ticular Friends; he 1s not ſtigmatized by 
theſe Addreſſes. 


If upon the Inquiry it ſhall be nd that 
there is ſuch a Miniſter, it will be a Circum- 
ſtance favorable to the Inquiry; Mr as it will 
not alter the Facts complained of, we may 
hope from his Public- ſpirited Zeal, that 
thoſe, who are chargeable with Neglects, 
for Somebody is, will be diſcovered and Diſ- 
graced. 4 


But all this, you ſay, is Inflammatory. 
It is not more Inflammatory, than the Facts 
were, before any Addreſs was preſented. It 
is leſs Inflammatory, if, upon a Review of 
our Condition, for a few Years paſt, the 
Words ſhould not appear to have fully ex- 
preſſed the F acts. 5 


There is a Complaint indeed of Miſma- 
nagements and Delays, in the Defence of His 
Majeſty's Poſſeſſions in America, the Object 
of the preſent War, and the principal Souree 


of the Wealth and Strength of theſe King- 
doms. 
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doms. But not a Word is ſaid of the Progreſs 
and Toleration of the French Incroachments, 
during the Peace. Theſe and ſome ather 
Points, which are full as Inflammatory, ay 
the Loſs of Minorca, are paſſed over in Si- 
lence, to avoid even the N ecard 0 Ex- 
apgeration. 


The Cite of Sedition is a trite whe, 
againſt all Public Complaints. The beſt 
Foundation for the Charge is, to ſhew that 
the Complaint is Groundleſs. This is not 
pretended in the preſent Caſe. | 


The Friends of the Government are com- 
plaining, and not of Imaginary Evils ; nor of 
direct Oppreſſion; nor of ſuch Calamities, as 
no Government can remedy ; ; nor of a Miſ- 
fortune, which affects only one Set of Men, 
or one Part of the Kingdom ; but of an 
Event, which Diſhonours our Arms, and 
Wounds our Trade; and of thoſe, who cer- 
tainly foreſaw it, and, if we may judge, from 
the Money granted, and the Armaments raif- 
ed, had Power to Prevent it. | 


17 it Seditiqus to lay this before the Throne ? 
A Good Miniſter will not think i it ſo; and a 
Bad one would have no Right to caſt the Re- 
E proach; 
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proach ; for if there be any Truth in Hiſtory, 
or if any Argument may be drawn from Ex- 
perience, there is not a more Seditious cha- 
racter in a W than a Nen 


* But 1 is the F action, to animate and 
ſupport this Seditious Work, and to direct it 
to Public Confuſion? There was, at the Time 
when theſe Addreſſes were preſented, no 
more than one Known Faction in the King- 
dom; and that Faction is univerſally acy 
quitted from the Imputation, or rather ex- 
cluded from the Merit, of Promoting or Ap- 
proving the Addreſſes. I need not deſcribe 


It more are ad 77 10 asl ed 


I have lieber endeavoured. to. do Juſtice 
to the Addrefles, by ſhewing, that the Con- 
ſtitution is not Violated; that the King is not 
Diſteſpected; and that the Nation is not In- 
flamed by them. If you have received any 
Satisfaction from my Arguments, you will 
indulge me with Attention, whilſt I attempt 
the only Point. remaining, . to ſhew the Ne- 
ceſſity of this Step: 5 


99 * 5 51 
- 4 | | . 
% 


I. grant you, that it is the moſt material 


Point. It may fender ſome of my Argu- 


ments Superfluous. The Conſtitution allows 


great Latitude to Caſes of Neceffity ; and if 
the 


29] 
the Effect had S ſomewhat Inflamma- 
tory, and the Manner ſomewhat leſs Decent, 
than it was, yet much might be ſaid, by 
way of Apology, for an Act, which can be 
proved Neceſſary. ir- 


; 


3 | pl PA 5 1 . 14 1 | 
The Idea of Neceſſity in the Caſe is, that 
they were meant to anſwer. one or more 
Conſtitutional Ends, which could not be 
anſwered without them. I have ſeveral ſuch 
Ends in View. The firſt is, that they were 
intended, to Profeſs to the King, the Diſ- 


content of the Nation. 


The Diſcontent of the Nation was un- 
doubtedly preſumed by the King, ſome time 
before any Part of the Nation addreſſed. 
The Event was quite new to the People of 
Great Britain, Nothing like it had befallen 
us, ſince the Sale of Dunkirk; and that 
Sale, Infamous as it was to our Councils, was 
not Diſgraceful to our Arms. We had. been 
ſucceſsful in War, with leſs Armaments, 
and leſs public Expence; and we had the 
more Reaſon to expect Succeſs in this War, 
having only one of thoſe Enemies to con- 
tend with, whom with a leſs naval F orce, 
we brought to Terms of Peace in the laſt. 
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It was beſides very Inaufpicious, confidered 
as the Beginning of the War; and the more 
fo, as it could not be imputed to Chance, or 
to any Superiority of Power in the Enemy, 
Our Trade to Tah, and to the Levant, loſt 


the beſt Security it had, in being deprived 


of a Harbour for the Brit: Fleet; and the 
Piratical States of Barbary muſt be very 


Faithful and Difintereſted Allies, if they 


continue to pay any Regard to Britiſb Co- 
urs. 1- en e tene 61 nee 


Theſe ſeveral Cauſes of National Diſcon- 
tent were incloſed in the Diſpatches, which 
brought to his Majeſty the News of the Sur- 
render of Fort St. Philip, But ftill it was 
poſſible for thoſe, who had no Reaſon to be 
ſatisfied with themſelves, to repreſent, that 
the Nation was perfectly ſatisfied with the 
Meaſures, that had been taken, and only re- 
gretted the Event, as a Misfortune ; that all 
the public Clamour was directed to Mr. Byng, 
as the only Perſon chargeable with Miſcon- 


duct; and that no Murmuring would remain, 


when once he was ſacrificed to popular 


Y £6 hy * 0 % 5 © 
\# Ed of — e, FY bo F'# 4 w# 4 48 


8 


1311 


As ſuch a Repreſentation might poflibly 
be made, there was a Neceſſity to obviate 
it; for it is not founded in Fact, and it has 
a „ 1 * 


The People are not Gatafied with the Mea- 
ſures that bave been taken; they do not con- 
fider the Event, as a mere Misfortune; and 
though Mr. Byng has been loaded on all 
Sides with great Reproach, yet he is not the 


Sole, nor the . Cauſe * our Public 
— 


The . of A theſe Truths : 
is, that the neceſſary Enquiry muſt. be ob- 
ſtructed, if they loſe any of their Force; and 
if the Friends to their Country ſhould be 
| obliged, for the public Safety, to Impeach 

the Men, who had thus ſheltered themſelves 
under the obnoxious Character of Mr. Byng, 
great Difficulties might ariſe from hence, that 
the whole Truth of the Caſe had not reach- 
ed farther than the Public. And by what 
Means could it reach farther, whilſt the 
very Men, who! had an Intereſt in Diſguiſing 
the Truth, had at the ſame Time Power to 
carry on the Diſguiſe? Hence it was neceſſa- 
* to have Recourſe to the Solemnity of 

| Ad- 


[32] 

Addreſſes, not only to guard againſt what 
was barely Poſſible, or merely Suſpected, but 
againſt what was more than 3 by 
being Natural. 1 
Yornoorns 1 event] £ 
It was Neceſſary on another account, as 
the only Means, at the time,” of Preſerving 
the Public Peace. An unuſual Ferment had 
been raiſed,” by general Diſappointment, Suf- 
picion, a Senſe of National Reproach, and a 
Dread of Impending Ruin. Had any Fac- 
tion been concerned in Inflaming the People, 
it would not have been very difficult to have 
perſuaded them, that our Exiſtence as a 
Commercial Nation was almoſt at an End. 
There might have been ſome Ground too for 

ſuch an Inſinuation. 


The moſt Candid Conſtructions, that could 


be put upon the Event, were thoſe of Ne- 


gligence and Ignorance; and theſe are ſuf- 
ficient, when ſo clearly evidenced, to Diſpi- 
rit, to Confound, and to . the Peo- 
1 


Hiſtory will tell us, what follows,” when 
a whole Nation is in ſuch a State of Mind. 
However indefenſible the Exceſſes of a Mul- 
titude may be, we read, that when they are 


Dl Ag- 


8 
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Aggrieved, eſpecially in a Point, in which 
every Man has an Intereſt, the Honour of 
his Country, they are not eaſily reſtrained 
from Exceſſes. 


It was thought expedient by the Faction 
beforementioned, to give a Direction to this 
Rage, by Pointing it at the accuſed Admiral ; 
and the Stratagem ſucceeded ſo well, that he 
narrowly eſcaped an Execution without a 
Trial. But notwithſtanding the Sugcels of this 
low Cunnipg, which at once excites Pity, 
Indignation and Contempt, the Truth could 
not be deſtroyed. Millions of ratiqnal Beings 
could not for any time be\kept upon a wrong 
Scent; in an Affair, in which the Diſcovery 
of the Truth did not depend upon Argument, 
nor deep Reflexion. And as Men who have 
-miſſed- their Way, will double their, Speed, 
when they return into it; ſo a whole Nation, 
whoſe Leal has been miſled, will apply it, 
with Increaſe of Acrimony, to Me Right 
Objgct when diſcovered. | 


But the Addreſſes, and His Majeſty's An- 
ſwer to that from the City of London, ſuſ- 
pended the Public Rage. They could not 
remove the Diſcontent. That muſt be left 
to a Fal air and Public eu- but they Pre- 
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vented a Diſcontent, which was certainly 
well grounded, from breaking out into Un- 
warrantable Action. 


What other Meaſure could have effected 
this? The Reſignation and Retirement of thoſe, 
who are Conſcious of having not known theit 
Duty, or of having Neglected it, might turn 
Indignation into Contempt. Bur the only 
probable Method left, to Appeaſe the People, 
was that, which Wiſe and Diſintereſted Men 
took; and, in this reſpect, the Real Objects 
of Public Reſentment have Obli ren to . 
. We b: 


But the ee will thaw Ne Fay 
when they are told, that theſe Addreſſes were 
Neceſſary, to Revive a Spirit of Liberty in the 
Nation; to convince thoſe, who were ſecure 
in their Power, and in a Neglect of their 
Duty, that the People are not ſo Indifferent 
to Public Good, as to be Silent een of 
Public Ruin. | 


= * 
* 


There may have been ſome Foundation 
for the contrary Opinion. The Friends to 


the preſent Eſtabliſhment have paſſed over 


many Inſtances of Miſconduct. They were 
unwilling to Diſturb the Reign of à good 


4 King; 


— 
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Ring; and, thro' Exceſs of Candor, were 
diffident of their own Judgment, when they 
could not but foreſee the preſent Inglorious 
State of the Kingdom. The Authors of our 
Misfortunes had abundant Reaſon to rely up- 
on this 'Femper of the People. They ha- 
zarded Unconſtitutional Meaſures, for ſome 
Men were ready to Support, and ſome were 
weak enough to vn. ſm them. 
It is not to be . if they * 
— farther, and for Reaſons, which are not 
of a Public Nature, diverted the Wealth of 


| Great-Britain, from the Security of Britiſh 


Poſſeſſions, to the Protection of Dominions, 


er belonging to the Crown. 


þ The 8 which They a 
did not foreſee, was manifeſt to Byſtanders ; 


and it hath fince taken place. Great- Britain 


has been found too weak for the Support of 
any Intereſt in the Empire; and the firſt 


Britiſh Poſſeſſion, which the Enemy attacked, 
Was not in a State of Defence, 


| Had the [© "24.0 this Event, with 


11 ſame Paſſive Silence, with which they 


endured the Progreſs towards it, perhaps that 


ow might have been alledged as an Ap- 
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probation; or at leaſt a Miniſter might have 
ſaid, with ſome Ground, that the Loſs of 
Minorca is a Trifle, He might then have 
been as forward to gather the Senſe of the 
Nation from their Silence, as we may ſup- 
poſe him at preſent to be, in denying that the 
Senſe of the Nation may be Ins wow 
the Public Complaints, i 

How Effectual the e of the 
People will be, muſt be left to Time; but 
it was Neceſſary, tho' it ſhould not ſucceed' 5 
ſince there is not an Epidemical Diſeaſe, more 
Fatal to a Nation, than a prevailing Diſre- 
gard to Public Good; an Object, in which 
every Individual has an Intereſt, and which 
if the Majority agree to Neglect, they will 
Infamouſly forward the Work of thoſe Fey: 
who agree to Deſtroy it | 


It was neceſſary to Revive a Spirit of Li- 


” berty, in ſuch a Beginning of a War. Li- 


berty cannot ſurvive the Strength and Wealth 
of the Nation; and theſe are at ſtake, when 
War is declared: but eſpecially when the 


preſent Strength and Wealth are miſapplied, 


and the Reſources fall by Neglect into the 


Enemy s Hands, 


* 
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If it be our Duty to fit, Quiet and Inactive, 
in ſuch a State of Things, then Liberty is no 
more than a Name, and was never worth a 
Conteſt, If it be Unneceſſary for Private 
Men or Bodies of Men, to be alarmed at an 
Event like this, then it is Unneceſſary in every 
Caſe, till the Nation is irretrievably Ruined ; 
in which Caſe, it muſt be granted, all Ef- 
forts of * will be Unneceſſary. 


* And how can a Spirit of Liberty be Re- 
vived, with more Decency and Propriety, 
than by addreſſing the Throne, with Humble 
Complaints? Clamor and Violence are not 
the Means of reviving it, with Succeſs. A 
Miniſter Accuſed would rejoice at this Me- 
thod. He would explain it to his Friends, 
as mere Party Zeal, and thus combine them 
more cloſely to his Intereſt, by furniſhing 
a Pretence for the Combination. If he ex- 
plained it in like Manner to his Maſter, and 
with Succeſs, he might be rewarded as a 
Martyr, for Sufferings, which very few of 
his Fellow Subjects would ſee any Reaſon to 
commiſerate. 


, Parliament indeed might. have done what 
theſe Addreſſes anticipate. _ But the Parlia- 
ben was not ſitting, when F ort St. Philip | 
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was taken; and as this Progreſs to National 
Ruin was too Rapid for Delays; ſo there is not 
a Seaſon more favourable for Kindling a Love 
of Country, after that Paſſion has been almoſt 
extinguiſhed, than the very Moment, when 
the Minds of Men are Inflamed by a Public 


Loſs and Diſgrace. A very ſmall Diſtance 


of Time makes a conſiderable Alteration in 
the Senſe of cither®a Public or Private Cala- 
mity ; and it is ſeldom left to Time alone, 
to Efface the Uſeful Im preflions mate by. a 
Public One, * 


The Means made uſe of ffar this Purpole, 


hardly deſerve the Name of Arts; yet they 


are commonly ſo ſucceſsful, that it is one fur- 


ther Neceſſary End of theſe Addreſſes, to 


prevent their Influence. They are not the 


peculiar Invention of this or that Miniſter; 3 
but are common to all Men in the like Situ- 


ation; to all who, have done Wrong, and are 


in Danger of Accounting for their Miſ- 


| conduct. 


The firſt Artifice, that of Denying the 


Truth, is, if it ſucceeds, the moſt Effectual. 


But it happens unfortunately for the Authors 
of our Diſgrace, that they are Difarmed of 
this Weapon The Fact cannot be Denied, 

9 0 61 : tha t 
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ned, when it was attacked; and that, if it 
had been completely manned, the Siege muſt 
have been raiſed. The Fact cannot be De- 
nied, that there was no Britiſb Fleet in the 
Mediterranean, when the Enemy landed in 
Minorca; and that if there had been a ſufſi- 
cient Fleet, Well Commanded, the Enemy 


could not have landed, and might have been 


b Deſtroyed. | 


The Facts then being too ſtubborn, to bend 
even to the Power of a Miniſter, the next 
Refuge of Art is, to whittle them down, to 
reduce the whole, from the moſt Important 
Event, that has befallen the preſent Genera- 
ration, to an Affair of no great Moment; 
ſuch as will happen in War; an Overſight at 
the moſt ; if not a UP Miſtake, ©. 


We may "ER to be told, that National 
Honea and Diſgrace are Imaginary Things; 
uſeful for the Purpoſe of Inflaming a Multi- 

tude, or Animating an Army; but that if 
the real Loſs be no more than a Loſs of Ho- 
nour, it amounts to Nothing at all; that the 
Expence of Minorca was great, perhaps 
greater than the real Benefit of it; that our 
Trade was very flouriſhing, before we 1 


that Fort St. Philip was not ſufficiently man- 
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fed this Iſland; that it may probably embroil 
the French wich the Court of Spain; that 
the Iſland can be of very little Uſe to them; 
that it will require a "ſtrong Garriſon and 
| Fleet, and ſo may prove a Diverſion, both to 
their Military and Naval Force ;. that as we 
might have ſaved it, had the Admiral done 
his Duty, He only deſerves the Blame; and 
that our' Fleets and Forces were better en- 
gaged, for we were defended at home, and 
employed in providing for the Defence of 
"America, when this little Diſaſter happen- 
ed. 


Such Language as this may have been 
thrown out already; and as ſome Men will 
be aſſiduous in Propagating it, upon the ſame 
Motives, which induce others to Invent it, 
we may expect, before the Time of Inquiry 
approaches, to hear the Loſs of Minorca 
dwindled into a Matter totally Indifferent, or 
perhaps Improved into a public Bleffing, 


Very little of this Sort of Reaſoning ſuffices 
for Men, who would give up their Country 
for their Peace, or their Emolument. Leſt 
therefore the Public Intereſt ſhould be wholly 
given up, by the Means of ſuch Arts, it be- 
came dernier to addreſs the Throne be- 


times, 
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times, with a Solemn Authentic Complaint; 
and to ſupplicate Inquiries into the Cauſes of 
an Event, Amazing in its Progreſs, and Rui- 
nous in its Conſequences, 


The Admiral, I muſt repeat it, is not the 
Only, nor the Principal Cauſe. The Loſs of 
Minorca was almoſt Inevitable before he ſail- 
ed; for it is not clear, that if his Condu& 
had been Unexceptionable, the Siege would 
have been raiſed. | 


As ſo much of the Truth is Glaring, not- 
withſtanding the Cobwebs, which have been 
drawn over it, by encouraging the Cry againſt 
| Him, the Addreſſes were Neceſſary, to obtain 
an Inquiry into Other Cauſes, into the Miſ- 
conduct of Other Men; leſt They ſhould De- 
ceive their Maſter, and the Public, and flat- 
ter-themſelves, by an Opinion, that the Con- 


 demnation of the Admiral is all the Satisfac- 


tion expected. 


Indeed their Condemnation, as well as his, 
would be but a flight Reparation for ſuch a 
Loſs, and ſuch a Diſgrace. A generous Na- 
tion cannot delight in the Miſery, even of a 
Criminal. But the Public will be ſecure of 
this Benefit from the Inquiry, if it takes 

Place 
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Place, and is fly conducted, that the Au- 
thors of this Calamity will not have it in their 
Power to be the Authors of any other; a Sa- 
tisfaction, which may delight even a generous 


People. 


On theſe feveral Accounts then, the Ad- 
dreſſes were Neceſſary at the Time, ſo far as 
they reſpect the Loſs of Minorca. Two other 
Articles were judged Neceſſary, one of which 
is the Complaint, in the London Addreſs, of 
Miſmanagements and Delays in the Defence 
of America; and the other, the general well- 
grounded Deſire of a Militia. 5. 


What has been done, or rather what has 
been left undone, in the Defence of Ameri- 


ca, is not univerſally known. The Mercan- 


tile Body of Men, who complained, had, 
doubtleſs, ſufficient Grounds. They would 
not have weakened the Reſt of their Addreſs, 
by Complaining of what they could not Evi- 
dence. So much is univerſally known, that 
the Danger of America was very little regard- 
ed, till the French had fortified themſelves 
upon our Territory; that the little Oppoſi- 
tion, which was made to them laſt Year, was 
chiefly made by the Natives; that this Sum- 
mer an Inſufficient Force was ordered thither, 

and 


rr 


b 43 
find foreign Officers to Command the four. Bat- 
taliohs of Foreigners, not yet raiſed ; but the 
Commander in chief was detained here, for 
Reaſons hot ünderſtobd, till it was too late for 
any Chance of Succeſs in this Campaign. 


That this is an Inferefting Complaint, will 
not be denied, though theſe were the only 
Grounds to ſupport it; and it is a Neceſſary 
Complaint, for it could A reach the Throne, 
at the Time, if the Peop e had not preſent- 
ed it; and unleſs it did reach the Throne, 
it. could not be Redreſſed at the Time 4 and 
the Advices we continue to receive from 
America too plainly ſhew, that a Complaint 
of this kind required Immediate Redreſs, 


The Affair of a Militia muſt, undoubted- 
iy, be left to the Wiſdom of the King and 
Parliament ; but one Conſideration rendered it 
Neceſſaty to inſert that Petition in theſe Ad- 
dreſſes, It may; without any Diſreſpect to His 
Majeſty, be apprehended, that this Meaſure has 
not been repreſented to him, as the general 
Defire of his People. The Reaſon of the 


Thing might indeed ſuggeſt it, but this could 


not have all its Weight, if we ſuppoſe one 
Poſſibility more, that the Meaſure has been 


repreſented, as Diſagreeable to the Nation. 
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Ir chis chould be the Caſe, there was great 
Neceſſity, conſidering the Manifeſt Utility of 


the Scheme, to ſignify to His Majeſty the Po- 


2 ol it. 


The eg 1 of our 8 
Forces, and the Danger to our Peace and Li- 
berties, from the Introduction of Foreign 
Troops, are ſufficient to create very uneaſy 
Apprehenſions, in the Minds of the beſt diſ- 
poſed Subjects, even though no other Method 
of Defence could have been ſuggeſted, | 


- Theſe uneaſy A pprehen lions have been con- 
ſiderably heightened by a prevailing Rumour, 
that the Hanoverian Troops have already oc- 
caſioned ſuch an Outrage upon the Laws and 
Conſtitution of this Country, as our Anceſtors 
never tamely acquieſced in, even before the 
Bounds of Prerogative were preciſely aſcer- 
tained. >, 


Tt is a Matter quite indifferent to the Pub- 
lic, upon what Motives this Step may have 
been taken, whether of Clemency, or of ri- 
gorous Juſtice, or what were the other Cir- 
cumſtances of the Cafe. The Civil Magi- 
ſtrate knows no Power ſuperior to that of the 


Laws, Public Confuſions have been occa- 


fioned 


145. 
ſioned heretofore by diſpenſing with them; and 


Miniſters have recognized, on the Scaffold, the 
. of adviſing, * Diſpenſation. 


oF 1 Late, hope, ls the Fact is falſe; that 

no. Servant of the King has ventured to ſig- 
nify to a Magiſtrate a poſitive Order to. ſur- 
render a Perſon accuſed of Felony, to a Pow- 


er, unknown to our Conſtitution, and abſo- 


ſolutely intolerable in a free 22 


If any Servants of the Crown have dared 
to Adviſe, or to Execute, ſo open a Violation of 
the Fundamental Rights of the People, they 
have provoked a much warmer Reſentment, 
than hath yet been expreſſed againſt the Male- 
Adaainiftration of a Year or two paſt. 


A Military Power has been always conl- 
dered as formidable, in a Country governed 
by Law. But this Country has never, fince 
the Norman Conqueſt, heard of a Foreign 
Military Power, bold enough to Defy the 
Authority, and Uſurp the Province, of the 
Civil Magiſtrate; and which is yet more 


Alarming, Protected in ſuch Defiance and | 


Uſurpation. 
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Fidelity and Bravery in a Militia, need not be 


urged. in Defence of that Meaſure, after ſuch 
an Attack of our Conſtitution by Foreign 
Mercenarieg. If it be true, the Precedent is 
of ſo grols a a Nature, that it will be very difs 
ficult to protect the Inſtruments of it; and 
to obſtrugt the Unanimity, with which' the 
Nation will ſolicit the Diſmiſſion of Troops; 
ſo. much better qualified to Invade, than to 
Defend. : a Land of Liberty ; ; eſpecially as a 
more natural Defence is offered, of which 
the Expence \ will not excecd one Fifth of the 
Sum, now expended | for our Defence. e 
No Difintereſted Man can kefitts'1 in | bis 
Choice ; and the Caſe is ſo plain, ſo free from 
the Intricacies of Political Projects im general, 
that it is not an eaſy Matter to miſlead Men's 
Judgment upon it, Eyen moſt of thoſe, who 
objected to a Militia, profeſſed their Appro- 
bation of the Thing, and excepted only to 
ſome Part of the F orm, in which it was pro- 
oſed. 80 that the Reaſonableneſs of the 
7:5 the Circumſtances of the Times, the 
preſent Incampment of Foreigners in England, 
the vaſt Expence of Importing, Exporting, 
e. and Paying them; and the In- 
creaſe 


191 
ereafe of Public Expence, which muſt attend 


the Courſe of the War, all concur to ſhew, 
that this National Deſire is well fourtded, 
and, unleſs the Legiſlature i is of a. contrary 
Opinion, it'will be Public Wiſdom to grati- 
fy the People, in ſo Laudable, Scaſonable, 
_ N a Deſire. 


1 have nov offered all, that at preſent 
occurs to me, in Vindication of the Addreſſes, 
as a Conſtitutional, Decent, and Neceſſary 
Meaſure, If I have the good Fortune, Sir, 
to give you Satisſaction, I ſhall flatter my- 


ſelf with the Hopes of having anſwered ano- 


ther Public End, of having excited your At- 
tention to the preſent State of the m_ 
dom. 


It * hams often ad, that we were on the 
Brink of Ruin, and as we ſtill continue to 
ſubſiſt, even well-meaning Men have De- 
rided the Apprehenſion. But it cannot be 
diſputed, ' that the nearer we approach to 
that Precipice, our Fears will gradually be- 
come more excuſeable. 


We are engaged in a Juſt and Neceſſary 
War, with a Wiſe and Powerful Enemy. 
It happens fortunately for our Hopes, in one 
Reſpect, 
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Reſpect, that the, very Men, whofe Negli. 
gence is ſaid to have involved us in this War, 


have. hitherto conducted it. We may derive 


one comfortable RefteQion from thence z 
That our Diſappointments are not owing to 
a Defect of Power, on our Part 1 of Naval 


Power, I mean, which, except on the Con- 
tinent of America, and in Defence of our 


own Poſſeſſions in Europe, ſeems to del the 
r Power we need exert, © 


But it is a mall Comfort, that we hare 
Power ſufficient, if we are ſurrounded' with 
Evidences, that our Power has not been 
Wiſely. directed, that it has hitherto been 
miſerably waſted, and that, in ſtating the 

Account of the War, we have more than 
ſix Millions, and the Value of Minorca, to 
place on one Side, and muſt leave a Blank on 
the other. 


The firſt, and moſt obvious, as well as 
moſt Popular Meaſure will be, to-accompliſh 
the Diſgrace of All thoſe, who have ſo per- 
ſectly ſatisfied the Nation, that they were 
equally Unfit to Preſerve the * and to 
Conduct the War. 91 5 


1 


(391. 


If this Medfure ſhould not be taken, 6r 


| Won fail of Succeſs, our Ruin will then 


become Viſible, If the Public Strength con- 
tinues to Decreaſe, in the preſent Proportion, 
we muſt advance towards that melancholy 
Period, when the Expence of Defending 
our Property will amount to the Value of 


it. 


But this Period muſt, in the Courſe of 
things, be Accelerated, by our ill Succeſs. 
The Advantages, which the Enemy gains, 
are a manifeſt Acceſſion of Strength, to be 
applied to our Deſtruction; and we expe- 
rience, that the French Miniſtry is thorough- 
ly poſſeſſed of the Secret, of attacking us in 
that Part, in which we are moſt "arr 


rable. 


What Part the Court of Spain will take, 


f depends upon our Situation, rather than the 
Aſſurances we receive from thence. The 


States General are neutral, and ſo cautious 
of violating their Neutrality, that by re- 
fuſing us even the Succours, ſtipulated by 
Treaty, for the Defence of the Kingdom, 
they have left us without Hopes, that If ever 


they do declare, it will be in Favour of a 
. de- 
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[. 50: ] 
Beclinin g Power. Denar t and Sede ar̃s 
ſaid to be Auxiliaries to France; at leaſt we 
have not yet been told by Authority, that 
they will be Auxiliaries to us. 


The Naval War then niuſt be carried on 
fingly by us, and whilſt our Defeats and Diſ- 
appointments tend to Protract it, they may 
poſſibly Extend it too, perhaps involve us in 


a War with all the maritime Powers of 
Eur Oe. 


N Advantage | is, to an alarms 


ing Degree, on the Enemy's Side. The Mit- 


managements and Delays, which have giveil 
bim this Advantage, and which have long 
been the Subject of Complaint, have at laſt 
put him in Poſſeſſion of Ofwegs, and fo in- 


vited him into the Heart of our moſt i impor- 
tant Colonies. 


It is 8 1 Enn that 
whilſt our national Strength is thus miſap- 
plied, our Wealth will be n in 
more than a double Proportion; not o 1 

the Profuſion of it, and by the unavoi ble 
Conſequences of War to Trade, but by the 


very Manner of drawing upon, the Nation for 


Sora 


15! 
3 on 

3 © of this Kind ul 25 been 
obſerved already; but without having expe- 
rienced it, there would be no Difficulty in 
concluding, that Men, who devote their 
Minds ſo little to the Intereſts of their Coun- 
try, as the Managers of the War appear to 
have done, will care fully avoid entering into 
Diſquiſitions ſo. nice and intricate, as the in- 
ternal State of the Nation, the Numbers of 
the People, and of each of theit ſeveral Ranks, 
the Value and Importance of the ſeveral 
Branches of Trade, the State of the Coin, 
the Diſtinction of Luxuries into Vicious, In- 
nocent and Uſeful, Sc. all which Could 
be a Anderton, by e , of 
Taxes; 1191. * 1 | Ben 


Without theſe Data, they can have but 
one Principle to conduct them, which, as it 
is Infallibly Ruinous to the Nation, ſo it is 
more worthy of the General of a Predatory 
Army, than of the Financiers of a Realm. 
The Principle I mean is, that, in all Caſes, 
the Method, which moſt effectually raiſes a 
preſent Supply, is the moſt eligible, A Prin- 
ciple, too Superficial for any Stateſman to Pro- 
kels, yet the Koo Principle for him to act 
6 II 8 upon, 
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upon, if he is not acquainted | with a. bet- 
ter. 


I need not ; dennbiiſteats, bow: ruinous 4 
Maxim it is, to a Kingdom, already mort- 
gaged for more than eighty Millions, and 
whoſe Wealth, by an inverted Courſe of 
Things, depends upon the Public Credit, 
which muſt be affected by every additional 


Load upon Property; but more ſo, if the 
Load ſhould totally cruſh any Branch of 


Trade, of which the Growth is already ſup- 4; 


pteſſed by a grievous Burthen. Such are 
the Probable Conſequences, if the War, in 
its preſent State, and the remaining Wealth 
of the Nation, ſhould continue to be con- 
ducted by the ſame Men, or by their real or 
pretended Aſſociates. 


If we conſider them as Negotiators on the 
Continent, they have there too given us a 
Specimen, of what we may expect. The 
Treaties, which were the Obje& of Attention 
laſt Winter, were judged by very Wiſe Men 
to be Unneceſſary at beſt, if not Impolitic, 
Unconſtitutional, and Pernicious. I cannot 
explain myſelf decifively as to the Conſtitu- 
tional Part, not having either the Treaties, or 
the Act of Settlement before me ; and not 

know- 


e, — 


T 53 ] 
knowing, how far Money, Appropriated by 
Parliament, can be Regularly applied to other 
Uſes, than thoſe, to which it had been Ap- 
propriated. And I am ſilenced on the Sub- 
ject by this Conſideration, that the Legiſla- 
ture, which is wiſer, than the Wiſeſt Indi- 
viduals, did not formally diſapprove thoſe 
Treaties. One thing you will pa. ion me for 
ſaying, that it is Pity a Meaſure, which la- 
boured under the Charge of being Unneceſſa- 
ry, Impolitic, Unconſtitutional, and Perni- 
cious, ſhould at the ſame Time be to the Na- 
tion, in its preſent State, ſo very expenſive. 


The Deſign of it is faid to have been, to 
ſecure Peace in the Empire, and ſo to pre- 
vent a Continent War. The Effect of it is, 
that the Empire is now in a Flame. 


1 It was ſupported by a Principle, which 
had not been denied, that, at certain Junc- 
tures, it may be the Intereſt of Great Britain 

to engage in a Continent War. To this was 
oppoſed another Principle equally undeniable, 
and more Pertinent, that it is never the In- 


tereſt of Great Britain, to Provoke a Conti- 


nent War, without the Requiſition of any 


Ally, and without one national Britiſo Ob- 
jet, I will enter no farther into the Argu- 
2 ment, 
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ment, for I have not read the Writers in De- 
fence of theſe Treaties, and I was not per- 


mitted to dar, the Speakers. U 


5 


— 


The Effects of the Treaties fall more im- 
mediately under the Cognizance of common 


Senſe. To the Ruſſian Treaty was attributed 


the Merit of that, which was concluded in 
the Winter with Pruſſia. Our Stateſmen 
exulted at the Event, and their Friends pro- 
claimed it, as a Maſter-ſtroke of Policy. 


When the Treaty was produced, the pregnant 
Mountain brought forth a Mouſe. 


The Ruſſian Treaty, which 1 in a State of 


Inaction was to. coſt one hundred thouſand 
Pounds per Annum, produced the Pruſſian 
Treaty, by which we yielded to his Pruſſian 


Majeſty a Claim of his, of great Conſequence _ 


o our Maritime Power, and a Claim, which 


had been exploded by ſome of our moſt 
es Civilians and Lawyers, * 


lrbe Treaty wich Pruſſia having firength- 
ened or renewed the Guaranty of Silefia, 
on our Part, ſeems to have given Umbrage 
to our much obliged Ally the Empreſs Queen. 
The King of Prufjia,. indeed, dates her De- 


-_ much earlier; but though ſhe may 


have 


[55] 
have meditated the Recovery of Sileſia, ever 
ſince ſhe conſented to yield it; yet Public 
Decency reſtrained her from a Rupture, till 
Great Britain furniſhed the Pretence, by a 


freſh and needleſs. Guaranty of Silgſia. She | 


then availed herſelf of the Diſappointment of 
the Court of Peterſburg, add, by her late Alli- 
ance with France, defeated the only reputable 
End we could propoſe, either in the Subſidy 
Treaty with Ruſſia, or in the boaſted Effect 
of it, our preſent Alliance with the Court of 
Berlin. "IAN | 


The Empreſs of Ru/ia, that Star in the 

North, which was expected to ariſe for the 
Salvation of Europe, has ſhewn us the Falli- 
bility of Prognoſtications. Her Conduct in- 
deed is not abſolutely inconſiſtent, for her 
Treaty with the Empreſs, Queen, ſuppoſing it 
true, has the ſame End in View, with that 
which She had concluded with Great-Bri- 
tain; the Invaſion and Devaſtation of the 
King of Pruſſia s Dominions, But tho Her 
Conduct in that Caſe be uniform, Ours has 
varied; and if ſhe takes any Steps, agreeable 
to the Plan we concerted with her a Twelve- 


month ago, ſhe will counteract our preſent 


Syſtem, 


To 
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| 7s extricate herſelf from this painful Di- 
lemma, the has annulled her Treaty with 
Ereat- Britain, but without departing from 
that, which was her Object in it, and which 
ſhe appears equally ready to purſue, with ot 
without a Subfidy ; and with a perfect Indif- 
ference to the Cauſe of Sun, or 
that of the Houfſe of Auſtria, 10 


In conſequence of the Ruſſian n with 
the Court of Vienna, the King of Pruſſia 
has taken up Arms, is in Poſſeſſion of Saxany, 
and has gained a bloody Battle in Babemia; 
and France is ſaid to be marching an _ 
to the Aſſiſtance of the Houſe of Auſtria. 


I would not repreſent all this as the neceſ- 
ſary Effect of our Subſidy Treaty with Ruſſia. 
Our Miniſters had no more Merit in his Pri 

Fan Majeſty's Victory, than they have in the 
Captures made by our Privateers, in which 
it ſeems they claim a Merit, and oppoſe them 
as an Bs ene to the Loſs of Mine rn. — 
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But the Departure of the Court of Vieune 
from her Alliance with us, and the Pretence, 
with which ſhe has farniſhed France, for en- 
gaging in the War in the Empire, are un- 

7 doubtedly 


TA) 
Joubtedly, the Fruits of our Subſidy Treaty 


| un. v2. 
Di- 


vith 1 it Pi alledged, Fe our Miniſters could 
om not” foreſee this; I grant, that They could 


uch not; and I would urge the Difficulty of fore- 
or I ſeeing it, as an Argument againſt all Expen- 
dif- five Treaties on the Continent, which have 
or not a Britiſb Intereſt for their Object. If it 
I had been foreſeen, at the Death of the Em- 
peror Charles the Sixth, when the Dominions 


ith | of the Houſe of Auſtria were cn the Point of 


fie | being diſmembered, and the Groans of Ger- 
ry, | any pierced the Heart of a Britiſh Parlia- 
2; ment, that the Union of thoſe Dominions 
x would, in ſo ſhort a Space of Time, be the 


Great-Britain might have had many Milli- 
ons in Store for the Exigencics of the ent 
Was, * 


| Adar x can it be fairly objected, that this is 
arguing merely from Events. No Meaſure of 
Government is chargeable with the Events, 

which Caſually ariſe ſe from it ; but when the 
Event is a Neceſſary Conſequence of the Mea- 
z@ | ſure, it becomes a ſtrong Argument, either 
e, | ofthe F olly or of the Wiſdom of an Admini- 
| firation. Our Politicians are ſo ſenſible of 


8 —— 


1- this, g 


Means of increaſing the Power of France, . 


FF 
this, that though they decry the Argument, 


in caſe of a diſtreſſing Event, yet they make 
it ample Reſtitution, by the Credit they de- 
rive from every fortunate Event, even though 
it en b. e N- be be- 
vos eee 
But without cedſSiii upon Evens at all, 
I ſhall be well ſupported in advancing, that 
the Great Object of the preſent War is the 
Defence of our Colonies and other Britiſt 
Poſſeſſions; and that, n the preſent State of 
our Finances, all the Treaſure employed on 
the Continent, till we have an Irreſiſtible Call 
thither, will be alienated from the Rs ond 
barge ane of? me ery 9.3 2602, anti 


71011 4 , r 


The bell ladbeg bene nen con- 
ſider it in a Religious, or a Political View, 
certainly deſetves our Attention. It was a 

ſerious Thing in the Empire, when Gu/favus 
Adolpbus died in the Support of it; but it 
muſt be granted, that, for many Years paſt, 
the Proteſtant Intereſt» there has degenerated 
into a ſpecious Pretence for Deſigns, not rn 
ly Religious. 1 * 1.917 
| N 122 8 

Our pre ſent Miniſters may „ poſſibly have 
better Deſigns. They will, doubtleſs, be vety 
ſerious, in n the neceſfary Supplies 


be 


[ 59] 
for this Purpoſe ;. but it is their Misfor- 


tune, in every good Work of this kind, to 
labour' under a general Prejudice, that they 
are not ſo probably influenced by Religious 
Motives, as by that kind of Zeal and Devo- 


tion, which dictated the Subſidy- Treaties of 
laſt Year. 


However, if Religion ſhould become the 


Object of the War, the Honour of Great- 
Britain will be concerned. in taking a Part. 
But the Evidences ſhould be ſtrong, that the 
Meaſure intended is Practicable; and the Na- 
tion will wiſh for ſome Proofs, that ſuch Ad- 
vocates for the Proteſtant Intereſt are either 
Diſpoſed, or Qualified to Support it. 


If they are animated by a troly Religious 
Zeal, they may begin to exert it, with leſs 
Burthen to their Country, upon Objects of 
the ſame Kind, nearer at hand, and of more 
Immediate Importance, When they have 
interrupted that Regular Syſtem of Popery, 
which, under their Connivance, has been 
eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom ; when they have 
laid aſide the Corruption, which in a great 
Degree ſuppreſſes all Senſe of Religion in the 


— People ; and reſtored the Proſperity of Great- 


Britain, by couraging and wiſely directing 
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L 60 1. | 
that Proteſtant Virtue, Induſtry; ; then they 
may be ſuppoſed in carneft,. in pretending . 
Teal for the Proteſtant Intereſt in the Was” 
Fire. At preſent the Evidence is ng ation 
tory, either that That Intereſt is thajanns 
the War; or that They have it (whenue” 
that the Support of it il be. 8 * 


* 


A | 9 | 
SI AR 
10 am "Exam 00 Ding nber of . 
| Abilities or Integrity, Which is not founded 
in their Meaſures, and ſupported by the 5 
nion of the beſt Friends of the Government. 
Such a Diſtruſt, ſo well founded, and fo W 
nerally prevailing, you will not deny to be 
Ground ſufficient for an Inquity: And if, , 
the Reſult of the Inquity ſhould Confirm and 
Juſtify the Diſtruſt, you will withdraw your 
Support from the Miniſters, Who have been 
Negligent, or Ighoratit, of the Intereſts of . 
op e en, A 
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DO” Subject of 4 Lied Niohitehy bab 
A Right to Complain, when he has Padded 
to apprehend,” that the Intereſts of his King” L 
and Country are betrayen; or is ſo fully den- 
 vinced, as this Nation is at | preſents e, " 
the mbft Candid Vie w of Things} halt MW 
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' | & rs the Addreſſers have found it | 
FE, | Neceſſary Ereccile, 1 . 


5 4 222 ; 1 1 7 


| F 
: | 5 Nut the Right of 5 extends . 
* ther; chan that of any other Body of Men. 
Parliament has not only Power to Addreſs, . 


= 7 bot Power 36 Inquire, to Impeach, and to 
demand Judgment againſt the moſt Powerful ; 
42 1 - Subjeft. -1 am far from. wiſhing to ſec. thele 2 
Ribes exerciſed intemiperately ; but our Con- d 
Ion is in; Hanges. ** They are de- 
* 2 N ; 99 7112775 
A Saws vou too a well to ſped, Arps | 
| J © wiltevecwilfully Reſign them. -Y' qu, profeſs. 
the Principles; which- juſtify the Revolution. 1 
Ie heard you war my gontend againſt Pal. 4 
Ie Obedience to Kings. Wi ven ak ing | 
| ſo grols edge z er wil you commit, | a 
och es Oase asia ende Crown, a3avow- 5 
100 4 cn, as a "S 9 
1 5 The People: are-not now i for R 
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75 * 


£ pr They ace confident, that the preſent  _ | 
1 Family will nes ipzade their Birthright. 
1 for. the Rights of 
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They are not contending with the Crown, 


enough to ſurfeit Ambition, to Protect them; 
yet have given the cleareſt Demonſtration, 


that either they have not a due Senſe of the 
Value of our diſtant Poſſeſſions, or they have 


not Abilities, or Inclination, to give a right 


Direction to the Power, with which they are 


entruſted. 


With this Evidence before you; I can en- 
tertain no Doubts of your Conduct. The 
Judgment may be ſoftened by Candour; but 
it 1s not perverted, till a virtuous Candour is P 
debaſed into Weakneſs. 1 have Reaſon to 
think better of your Judgment, The Premiſes | 


| 
1 
4 


are ſo plain, and ſo intereſting,” that, with al! 


your ae, . cannot 3 the Con- 
ner F 51 . . 
1 hight fatter you with: the Promiſe of 
Public Applauſe, were I not perſuaded, that 
Popularity alone wyl not influence your / 
- tions; But in this Caſe you will enjoy a more 


b_ Reward; you will have ſolid 


| RS when ABLzR Men, and- 
* ei WisxR 


whoſe Intereſt it is, that theſe Sources of Li- 
berty ſhould never be cut off; but with thoſe 
Miniſters, who have been enabled, by Power ' 


[ 
#. 


* 


1 


| [63] 
Wisrn Meaſures ſhall have reſtored the Ho- 
nour, and Defended-the Rights of the Crown 
and People of Great-Britain. 


| T am, 


Ottob. 26, 1756. 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 
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